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Jiakui’s Film Reviews: John Woo & Red Cliff
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Hello! Welcome back to my weekly show! Today, | want to talk about Chinese movies.
John Woo is a famous actor in US & China. He has made several American films. Many
Americans have seen his films: for example, Face/Off, Broken Arrow, and Hard Target. He
made several influential action movies. Whether or not you recognize him, I think you’ve seen
some movies influenced by him.

Today, I would like to talk about John Woo’s 2008 film “Red Cliff”, which is based off of
the historical Battle of Red Cliff. This battle has been detailed for a long time, most famously in
Luo Guanzhong’s Romance of the Three Kingdoms. The film follows a wide cast of characters
from two rebelling factions, the states of Shu and Wu, as they face off against the Imperial Prime
Minister Cao Cao. Cao Cao has a larger army than Liu Bei or Sun Quan. He attacks the two
united armies at Red Cliff. However, Liu Bei and Sun Quan win the day against all odds.

Red Cliff is a fun and cool film. There are a lot of people. For the Chinese audience, this
is a familiar story. However, for the American audience, this is a new story. Americans are
impressed with Zhuge Liang's strategy. For example, these scenes. In this scene, Zhou Yu hit a
few bad guys at once Americans will be impressed by Zhou Yu's martial arts.

You can see the in the film’s style some American style and some Chinese style.
American viewers will love to watch the action sequences, although the plot of the film is a bit
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difficult to understand. It is difficult for the audience to remember all the characters, but | think

an American audience will like it. See you next week, thank you!

Vocab:

B& ySuming famous / well-known

H pai to shoot (a film)

=% yj yingxidngli influence / impact

BYEES, dongzuo dianying Action movies

TREE Chibi Red Cliff

B zhanzhéng war

e oBngiT to_a_ttack / to accuse / to charge / an attack (terrorist or

military)

=5 jun army

= ying to beat / to win / to profit
AW rénwu person / character

HT guanzhong spectators / audience / visitors (to an exhibition etc)
4 zhanlue strategy

A shenkeé profound / deep / deep-going
[RA% fenggé style

L0 qingjié plot / circumstances

ghiE nandong difficult to understand
(ER L) Du6 mian shuang xiéng Face/Off
(BEEZ) Yingmubiao Hard Target
(EnrsT) duan jian Broken Arrow



