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Introduction

When | was little, my parents read out loud to me every night. My favorite book had lots of
short stories, it was called “Grimm’s Fairy Tales.” Some traditional fairy tales are very strange and scary.
Today, | want to tell you the story called “The White Snake.” Chinese have a legend also called “The
White Snake,” but it is different than this one. This story about a servant who becomes a king.



Story

A long time ago, there was a very wise king. Every night, he ate food covered by a silver dish.
The servant who brought him his food was very curious about the covered dish, so one night he opened
it and saw a white snake inside. The servend tasted the snake and discovered that now he could
understand animals’ speech.

That same day, the queen’s gold ring went missing. The king thought that the servant stole it.
The servant had only one day to prove his innocence or suffer the punishment of death. He looked all
over, but he could not find the ring. As the discouraged servant sat down next to the bank of the river,
he heard a swan swim by him and say, “Something is stuck in my throat.” The servant grabbed the swan
and took it to the kitchen. Inside the swan’s throat he found the queen’s lost ring! The king wanted to
give the servant gold and land, but the servant only wanted a horse, a little gold, and the freedom to see
the outside world.

After a little time had passed, the servant left the kingdom. One day, he say three fish out of
water near a pond. “Please help us!” said the fish. “If you help us get back to the water we will be very
thankful.” The servant got off his horse and helped the fish. The fish said, “Thank you. We will remember
you.” Later, he heard many ants saying, “Big people walk on us, please don’t tread all over us!” The
servant took a different road. The ands said, “Thank you. We will remember you.” Finally, the servant
heard two crows say, “We are starving.” The servant gave all of his food to the hungry crows to eat. The
crows said, “Thank you. We will remember you.”

The servant came upon another kingdom. The king there was very proud and he had a daughter
who was as beautiful as she was proud. The king wanted to find his daughter a wife. Only he who could
complete the king’s task could win the princess’ hand in marriage. The servant found the princess
especially beautiful, so he decided to attempt the task. The king threw a golden ring deep into the ocean
and told the servant to retrieve it, but the servant didn’t know how he could. Just then, the three fish he
helped swam by with a shell and inside was the ring. The servant gave the ring back to the king, but the
the princess was very proud, so she didn’t want to marry a servant.

The princess told the servant to fill several bags with the rice that she had scattered on the
ground. The servant worked until he was very tired and fell asleep on the ground. The next morning, he
discovered all of the bags had already been filled with the rice. The ants that he had helped picked all
the grains up during the night. The princess still did not want to marry the servant, so she told him he
must pick an apple from the Tree of Life. Even though he didn’t know where the Tree of Life was, he set
out looking anyway. After many days, the servant was very tired, so he lay on the ground to rest.
Suddenly, an apple dropped into his hands. The servant saw the two crows he had helped flying above
him. Very happy, he returned and gave the apple to the princess, who finally agreed to marry him. The
servant and the princess lived happily, ever, after.



Vocabulary

Characters Pinyin English
A nian4 to read aloud
WE gudshi story
e ge2lin2 Grimm
FEME tong2huadgudshi fairy tale
1% 43,64 chuan2tong3 traditional
ERES qi2guai4 strange
BN ke3pad scary
i jiang3 speak
B 3¢ bai2she2 white snake
A chonglman3 full of
w5 zhidhuid wisdom
—if yildao4 MW (dish)
z gaid covered
A pu2ren2 servant
¥ hao4qi2 curious
1% tiao2 MW (long, narrow, thin things)
2 chang?2 taste
BB falxian4 discover
k7B dongdwu4 animals
A jiedzhi ring
)i zheng4ming2 prove
VS bu2ran4 or else
£33 yao2shou4daod subject to




%3 cheng2fa2 punishment
Hs huilxinl discouraged

% you?2 swim
R 45 tianle2 swan

+ ka3 stuck
PR, hou2long throat

U zhual grab
B chu2fang2 kitchen
B2 tu3di4 land
g cai2fus riches

U3 pi3 MW (horses, mules, etc)
#IR shidjied world
e Bl li2kail leave
AR cheng2bao3 castle
M YE chi2tang2 pond
19 e yudxian3 distressed
Rt gan3xie4 thanks
{23 ma3yi3 ant

73 cai3 tread on
515 wulyal crow
4 shi2wu4 food

7 ling4 other
BE B jiaolao4 proud
sk zhang4fu husband
YN gonglzhu3 princess




45 jie2hunl marry
N wan2cheng?2 accomplish
(EX7 rendwu mission
Rk mei3li4 beautiful
R jue2ding4 decide
A 5 beidkes shell
O san4luo4 scattered
] tang3 lie down
B zhuanglman3 fill up
R yed night
WAL jian3qi3 to pick up
w48 bidxul must
A a2z # shenglming4zhilshu4 Tree of Life
& zhaillail to pick
AR pinglguo3 apple
B4 ji2shi3 even though
#% xu3duol many
AR kel MW (plants)
#ah zhonglyu2 finally
[ & tong2yid agree
*ig xing4fu2 happy




