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How We Celebrate the Dead: Compare the Mexican and Chinese
Traditions during the “Ghost Festival”

Chai Xiangning’s introductory presentation:

Although I live in the U.S. right now, but | have a lot of relatives still in Thailand, in addition to this, my
maternal grandparents, and my paternal grandfather are all Chinese, so we have a tradition of
celebrating the Ghost Festival. Every time | go to Thailand for the summer, | will celebrate this festival
with my aunt and grandmother. Every Ghost Festival day, my dearly departed relatives will come see us,
eat a meal, and then leave. All the children, including me, liked this festival; we thought the traditional
ceremonies are fun and interesting, and there are lots of things to eat. But my grandmother would be
busy making lots of food; she thinks the festival is important and not just fun.

Today | want to talk about the Chinese Ghost Festival. | want to compare with my friend about a
different country’s Ghost Festival.

Lai Meilan’s introductory presentation:

| was born in Mexico, when | was one year old | moved to the United States, but | often go back home in
Mexico, because | have a lot of family (that) still lives there. In Mexico, there is a festival called "El Dia de
los Muertos", like the Chinese ghost festival (is) similar. On this day, my loved close relatives that have
passed away come back to see us, eat a meal and then leave. We will not only commemorate the death
of family members, but also give them a special dish, and liquor (called "tequila" and "mezcal") for the
adults ( to drink), candy for the children to eat. | remember this holiday (is) very big, everyone
participates in the celebration, we dance, sing songs, and some people dress up (for the) parade! As long
as the day is Halloween, the whole family gets together to celebrate, so | love this festival. Now I'm
learning Chinese, so | would like to know more about Chinese festivals! My classmate will tell me about
the Chinese ghost festival!

C: I think that the Chinese and Mexican Ghost Festivals sound similar, both very fun.

P: Yes, this Mexican holiday is fun! We do special sugar skull decorations, (we) also put food on the altar.
C: Yes, at home, we also make a lot of food to give to our departed relatives.

P: Is that so? In Mexico we have many colored flowers, lots of photos and toys decorate the altar.

C: Really? Chinese people burn joss paper money, such that, so we can give money to family members to
use.

P: Ah, very interesting. One aspect of this holiday is very special and fun, on the other hand it is to
commemorate our departed relatives.

C: I think that the Ghost Festival to Chinese people is very important. It is part of my family traditions.
P: | agree, my family is also very important. Do you (plural) wear special clothes?

C: My family usually does not wear any special sort of clothes.

P: My family frequently wears relatively formal (clothes).

C: What does your family usually make? We always make lots of kinds of rice cakes, as well as different
kinds of noodles, meat, and vegetable dishes.

P: My family prepares fruit, nuts, mole chicken leg meal and tortillas, in addition a special kind of bread
called “Pan de Muertos”

C: The Chinese Ghost Festival originates from Buddhism and Taoism.

P: Ours comes from Christianity and Mexican indigenous culture.

C: I've heard that in Taiwan there’s large celebrates, but | only know about how Thailand celebrates it.
P: Even though we have different cultures, but we have pretty similar holidays.

C: Yes! Really interesting!



P: This summer vacation we’re studying abroad in Taiwan for a length of time, we should participate in
the ghost festival (to) celebrate.

C: Yes, yes! | want to go to this year’s Ghost Festival that is on August 17th, we will be in Taiwan.

P: I'm very excited!

C: We can see how Taiwanese people celebrate the Ghost Festival.

P:Yes! | look forward to (it)! Surely (it) will be very fun!

Vocabulary:

# H (taigud) Thailand

H7u _E (zaijia shang) in addition to
sk (waigong) maternal grandfather
Sh £ (waipd) maternal grandmother
4% # (yimu) maternal aunt

KK FHFAGE R (wdjia qushi ginrén de linghln) spirits of dearly departed family members
—#84R (yT dun fan) a meal

BT A (sudydu) all

N FTF (xido héizi) child

#,%5 (baokud) including

1k X AR % (yishi chuantdng) traditional ceremonies
i 74 (guanyd) about

7509 KA (siqu de jiarén) dead family
2 B (jiéri) holiday

&€ (jingudn) in spite of/ although

#x #% (yéyé) grandfather

7 (gui jié) Ghost Festival/Halloween
4 (quan) all

& (ju) gather

J##L (qingzhU) celebrate

1£ (jin) only

4274 (jinian) commemorate

B K (zhaopian) photo

1% 4% (chudntdng) tradition

A4 (shiwu) food

% £ (zhuangshi) decoration

#£38 (jitan) altar

Al (yong) with

#& (tadng) sugar

28 (téu) head

H 2% (gujia) skeleton

FA(qginrén) loved ones

% (chuan) wear

K% (shuigud) fruit

764 (huashéng) nuts

K #EAH (hud ji zi bdn) turkey Mole



I R (yumi bing-tortillas
B # (jidajiao) Christianity

e 4 45 4% (Shao jin zhiqgian)

iE X (zhéngshi) formal

% 4% (ji zhdng) different kinds
¥ (nidngao) rice cake

Hh# (fojiao) Buddhism

& # (daojiao) Taoism
KM, 3 4L (béndi wénhua) indigenous culture
FLE (xingfén) excited

#14%F (qidai) to look forwards to



