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English Translation

I would like to talk about fabric. There are many types of natural fabrics, such as silk, wool, linen
and cotton. All of these cloths are very useful and pretty, but if you want to quilt, I think that cotton
fabric is the best.

Because I like to sew quilts, I think that the history of cotton is very interesting. Cotton fabric
originated in India, and later spread through Asia, Africa and Europe. Asian countries have many
different styles of fabric. Indonesia, Japan and China all have very pretty fabric.

Indonesian cotton fabric is batik. It is dyed with wax and is very bright and colorful.

Japanese cotton is decorated with birds, flowers, fans and other such things, often with gold or silver
outlines. I think that the colors are very rich and pretty. However, compared to Indonesian fabric,
Japanese fabric is less bright, and it is also more likely to fade over time.

Chinese cotton fabric is very similar to Japanese. In the past, cotton was the common people’s fabric
and silk was used by nobility. However, more recently China has made some very high quality
cottons.

I think that Asian fabric is more interesting and pretty than European fabric, and better to use for
quilting. However, it can be very expensive. And although it is not too hard to find Indonesian or
Japanese fabric, it can be difficult to find Chinese cotton.

I made my first quilt when I was 15. At the time I did not know how to sew very well, so the first
quilt I made was exceptionally ugly, since I did not know how to design a good pattern.

When I made my second quilt I was better at sewing than before. I used a lot of Japanese and
Indonesian fabric. Most of the colors were blue. I gave this quilt to my friend.

After that I made a lot of quilts, and gave them to my friends and family. This winter break I made a
pink one to give to my girlfriend’s mother. I think that this one was much too pink.

I hope in the future I will have the chance to learn more about the history of Asian textiles, and that
I can use them to make a good quilt.

Vocabulary List

# B (yduguan)-concerning
7 (bw)-fabric

F I (shiging)-matters
#27 (Ieixing)-type

X #X (tianran)-natural
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A% (mianbu)-cotton

£ (féng)-sew
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32 M (Yazhou)-Asia
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B M (Ouzhou)-Europe
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