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Crew/Rowing: My Favorite Sport
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| want to talk to you about rowing, which is my favorite sport!

In Europe and the United States, rowing is very popular. Every four years, lots of
athletes participate in competitions at the Olympic Games. In China, although not a
lot of people participate in rowing, | know there are a lot of people who participate
in dragon boat races. Western rowing and eastern dragon boating are similar, and
are a little different.

Both are team sports, they have many team members working together in the
competition. Western rowing boats have 8 rowers and a coxswain, Chinese dragon
boating has twenty rowers, a helmsman, and a drummer. The two teams have
helmsmen (coxswain for rowing) to control the boats direction, but dragon boating
also has a drummer to command the rowing rhythm while Western rowing has a
coxswain in order to control the boats direction and loudly command the 8 rowers
what to do.

The 8 rowers in Western rowing boat are divided into 4 pairs. Eight and seven seat
are the two best rowers, they have the most experience. Six and five seat are the
tallest, biggest rowers, they have the most power and strength. Four and three seat
are relatively inexperienced rowers. Two and one seat are the smallest rowers, but
they also have a lot of experience rowing. Although | do not know the order of the
dragon boat rowers, | think the rowers all look quite tall.

| think that western rowing is more difficult than dragon boat races. However, no
matter how difficult the competition, the athletes all want to get first place. Only if
they practice well all the time, it will be possible for them to win.

This spring | participated on the University of Puget Sound crew team. Our men’s
varsity team doesn’t have very many members, only eighteen people. The rowing
team has some very experienced rowers, there are also a few novice rowers. This
spring we participated in many competitions, we won 5 of them, it is great! Last
weekend, we went to Sacramento, California where we participated in WIRA
(Western Intercollegiate Rowing Association) the most important competition of the
year. California is very far from our school, we were all very tired but worked
especially hard, resulting in 3 place in the West Coast college rowing final
championship. This weekend we have our final big competition at University of
Washington. | am extremely excited, if we can beat Notre Dame University, we will
be very happy!



Vocab List

Dragon Boating — A2 fF#% & - 16ngzhou jingsai
Boat — #& - chudn

Rower — X]5 - hud shoéu

Coxswain — 425 - dudshou

The same — #8 ] - xiangténg

Different — 7~ ] - butdng

Team — % - dui

Team member — % B - duiyudan

Dragon boat drum person — # 5 - gli shoéu
Beat a drum — 473X - dagu

Competition — Fb & - bisai

Win — & - ying

Lose — 4 - shQ

Athletes - £ %) B - yundongyudn
Olympics - £1€ & - Aoyunhui

Seat - {2-F - weizi

Order, Sequence - X 7 - cixu

Europe - BX i - Ouzhou

Popular - ¢ B - shouhuanying

Team - B % - tuandui

To control - #= %1 - kongzhi

Direction - 7 1 - fangxiang

Loud voice - X 3 - dashéng

To command/direct - 5 4% - zhihui
Separated into - %~ % - fénchéng
Experience - 4& 5% - jingyan

Powerful, strong - A 77 - yduli

Small - #& /) - shouxido

Although; despite - 1& & - jinguan
Seemingly, appears to be - & #2 2k - kanqilai
No matter (what, how) - <& - bugudn
First place - % —_% - diyi ming

Practice - £ F - lianxi

Spring (season) - A& X - chintian

Novice, inexperienced - #1% 49 - chi xué de
California - #=J - Jiazhou

Sacramento - % 54371 4€ - Sakélaméntud
Important - ¥ % - zhongyao

To strive towards something - % 7 - nuli
Outcome, result - 4 & - jiégud

West coast - % F - xi an

Competition finals - & % - juésai

UW - 2 248 K % - Hudshéngdun daxué
Excited - #£ % - xingfén



