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Vocabulary

1% %% chudntdng traditional

% 4.1 jiujinshan San Francisco

J& A tangrénjié  Chinatown

9 )1l Szechuan

& % Taiwan

# @ Hunan

3% ndichd milk tea

## 2L tiandian dessert

EE:3 dianxin dim sum

¥ 4 % Shoutuiché trolley/food cart

}2 & shaomai (shumai, pork dumplings)
S ¥, chashao bao bbq pork bun

F AL yutou gao

T4 hé fén rice noodle

K& 7% A # pidan shou rou zhou century egg pork porridge



% % mianféi free

A% 4L huntdn wonton
1 # jiandan simple

T 4% Shifu chef/master
% guai strange/weird
.3 baokud including
.38 Didao unique
FE4F duté authentic

Family Time for Dad and Me

My favorite food is traditional Chinese food. When | was younger, every Sunday my Dad would drive me
out to Chinatown to eat breakfast/lunch. We lived in San Francisco, in a neighborhood called “Visitacion
Valley.” From my house to downtown Chinatown was only a 20 minute drive. Sunday was not only our
father-daughter day, but also our grocery day.

San Francisco’s Chinatown is really big, with a bunch of different restaurants. Szechuan food, Taiwanese
food, Hunan food, whatever foods they all have! Because a bunch of Cantonese people live in San
Francisco, that’s why there are so many Cantonese restaurants there. Apart from restaurants,
Chinatown also has a ton of milk tea shops, dessert places, and cafes. We would regularly buy bread and
other packaged food. | would say: “Dad! | want to buy pineapple buns, baked pork buns, and steamed
buns!” He would buy steamed chicken buns or green onion bread.

Every weekend we would go to a different restaurant, but we would most often go to dim sum. The top
of the dim sum carts would have different kinds of dim sum, desserts, and other foods. | would always
get my favorite: shrimp dumpling, pork dumpling, pork buns, rice noodles, century egg and pork
porridge, taro cake, and sweet tofu pudding. The server would think it was so cute that a little girl was
ordering, that’s why they would give us free food!

We would also go to other restaurants. There was a wonton restaurant that was not only tasty, but also
very cheap. | would order a simple bowl of wonton noodles. My dad would order something different
every time. One time Dad asked the chef how to make it. The chef said “every day we will wrap the
wontons fresh, that’s why the meat filling has a very sweet taste. For the soup, all you need is a little
salt, green onion, and sesame oil. Fresh noodles is also very important.” When we finished eating, Dad
would let me buy milk tea with boba. | would simultaneously drink my tea while going with Dad to buy
groceries.

If you’re not from San Francisco, you might think this place is a bit strange. But for many of the people
that live here, including myself, will think that this is pretty normal. Those who moved from China to the
U.S would say that this Chinatown is very similar to the one back home, it’s very unique and authentic. |
really miss being there, | can’t wait to go home!



