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Hello Mom,

My name is Jae-woo. | am your son. | am 165cm tall and have a strong build. | have very black hair. My strong
build was helpful for being an athlete in high school. | used to play basketball, baseball, soccer, and | was on
the Track & Field team in high school. | decided to quit after high school because | wanted to focus on school
work.

| was adopted by a mother and father in Minnesota, USA. | have an older brother who was also adopted from
South Korea. He is from Busan. My family members are very loving people and have been very supportive of
me.

| go to a four-year university in Washington state USA. It is small compared to other universities. We only
have 2,500 students here and it is a residential university. | am a 2nd year student here and | am doing very
well, however | am not the top of my class. | am studying Chinese Mandarin and religion studies. | hope to
become a civil lawyer or | would like to work in Student Affairs in a university. Aside from student affairs, |
also would like to be a university professor. | currently work in the multicultural services office at my
university.

At my university we have a lot of student clubs. | attend a lot of student clubs and | am the club president of 2
student clubs. This school year | won an award called the “Scott Jackson Outstanding Man Award.” | have
made a lot of friends in university. We go to music shows, shopping, watch movies, and go to Korean BBQ
often. | like Washington state, Washington is beautiful and safe.

| like to play video games but | never have any time because of all the student activities that | do. | play the
piano, the violin, and the guitar. Sometimes | play the guitar while | read, it is soothing.

I am very busy, so | wake up early in the morning. | have always been very shy and it is hard for me to make
friends with strangers, but | am very outgoing with the people that | already know. | want improve my ability
to talk to strangers.

I love to travel and have travelled all over the United States. | have been to over 30 of the 50 states in the
USA. | have also travelled to Canada and South Korea. | visited South Korea when | was 13 but was unable to
search for you. | have thought about you since then. The first time | ever came to South Korea, | loved it.

When | was a child | was very sad that | was adopted. | missed Korea a lot, even though | didn’t remember
living there. | had minimal exposure to Korean culture as a child. | went to a camp with a lot of other Korean
adoptees and learned basic Korean language and culture. | am not sad anymore. | am not mad at you.

I know that this letter is unexpected. You must be in shock to hear from me. | want you to know that | am
doing extremely well in the U.S. and you made the right decision for me. | would like to hear back from you if
you have interest in learning more about me. | would also love to hear about you. | have always wondered if |
look like you. Please write me a letter. If you want to meet, then I'll meet. If you do not want to meet, then |
will not write again.

AL

Kim Jae-woo
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| was born in 1996. Because my mother was very poor, so she didn’t have a way to take care of me.
Although my mom didn’t want me, | want to find her. So, | wrote her a letter. | want her to read my
letter, then | want her to write me a response. This summer | plan on going to Korea. If my mom wants
to see me, | will probably meet her. Some people can meet their mother, but some people are not able.
Yesterday | sent the letter out. | am nervous, but | am looking forward to it.

Vocabulary List:

% = = shéngao = height

3k & =téufa = hair

7% = gqidngzhuang = strong

=) = hui = return

%1 = Flishan

% 4% = zhichi = stand by/support

3% 2 = dusha = reading, studying

1£4% = zhlUxido = boarding (residential)
ATJL 4% = qidnjiming = top few

A = chéngwéi = become

K. F )T = minshi llshT = civil lawyer
1% +5 = shangxin = sad

SR 75 K, = pin yéuxi = video game

AL = fangsong = relaxing

% % = haixid = shy

B 4 & = xianlingying

AL = wénhua = culture

% 7K = jinzhang = nervous

AR F(49) = lingyang (de) = adoption/adopted



