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In the summer of 2011 | went with PEACH Foundation to China. PEACH Foundation is an
American volunteer organization that organizes volunteers to go to relatively poor places to teach English.
Every year PEACH goes to two locations, YuanYang and LiJiang, both are in Chinas Yunnan Province.

My dad and | attended PEACH at YuanYang. We first flew from San Francisco to KunMing, then
we joined the main group. We stayed in KunMing for two days, we toured a bit, then we prepared to go to
YuanYang. On the day we left for YuanYang we got up very early to get on the bus. We rode the bus for 6
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hours to get there. YuanYang is a small town on a mountain. It only has one hotel and one school.
YuanYang’s school is on the mountain highest point. On the street are lots of small shops. All of the
students attending the English classes were from vilages outside YuanYang. Some students were from
close villages some came from very far. Some other young teachers and | taught them English for two
weeks.

Every morning the other teachers and | walked up the mountain for ten minutes to get to school.
Since I had to wake so early I skipped breakfast. There was a day were I had just arrived at school, I hadn’t
even made it to my classroom yet. There were some students who saw | had no breakfast. They only had a
single egg for breakfast, but when they saw | had no breakfast they wanted to give me their egg. All the
students were very poor, their families made about 1000-1500 RMB a year. Everyday they only ate the
school provided dinner. T knew they didn’t eat enough so I refused the egg. They insisted I took the egg and
wouldn’t leave until I had. This experience was very moving.

Going to YuanYang I saw things I normally wouldn’t have seen. For example, one day some
teachers and | went to see the villages some of our students were from. Everything in these villages was
very rundown. All the houses were made of sticks and dirt, and there were animals walking all along the
streets. Every house only had one small light. Seeing this made me appreciate everything that I had.

Another interesting experience | had was when PEACH foundation held a dinner for the teachers
and their students in our hotel restaurant. My students told me that they had never been to a restaurant
before, other teachers told me that this dinner was very special, because these students don’t eat enough
meat. Even though the often don’t eat enough, they still waited for me to eat first, they even made me eat
more. They ate and gave me more food. | had also heard that they had never seen a toilet or elevator before,
so after we finished eating | brought them to my hotel to see a toilet and elevator. A lot of them were afraid
to ride the elevator.

| feel that this trip was very special. The more | taught my students the more | loved them. Even
though they had no more they all studied very hard. If | had time | would definitely go back to YuanYang.

Vocabulary List:

XL I - Yi Gong - Volunteer

A #& — Tuan Ti — Organization

2842 — ZU Zhi — To Organize

% B — Qidng Kun — Destitute

Zm N —Jia Ru— To Join

— Tuéan — Group

# FF — Li Kai — To Leave

44 — Zhén — Small Town

% 4t — Gao Chu — High Place

AFJ& — Ciin Zhuang — Village

R A — Noéng Ciin — Village/Rural Area
% — Qiong — Poor

HEA — Shou Ru - Income

24 — Jian Chi — Insist

£ 3% — Jing Yan — Experience

B3 — Gin Dong — Moving/Touching
Z{ 18 — P0 Jiu — Shabby

% J& — Lud Hou — Backwards

J. & —Ni Ba — Dirt

# 1 — Zhén Xi — To Value
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%, # — Dian T1— Elevator
%77 — Nu Li - To Strive



