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Nathan
Xinjiang: China’s Best Kept Secret

One day while looking through an information book about China, |
learned that there are five autonomous regions in China, Xinjiang is one of them. | began
to be interested in Xinjiang, since it reminded me of my hometown in Colorado. So |
want to inform everyone about Xinjiang. The content of this essay has three parts: | want

to discuss Xinjiang’s population, geography, and Xinjiang’s agriculture & food.

Xinjiang has a very large population, around 21 million, some of the population
are ethnic minorities. Xinjiang’s main ethnic minority is the Uighur people, who are also
Muslim, so they most like to eat lamb and beef. The Uighur population is less than that of
the Han Chinese population, and the Han Chinese are a different ethnic group, so the
Uighur people’s culture is not the same as the Han Chinese culture. For example, Han
Chinese love to eat pork but there is no pork in Xinjiang. That is because Muslims do not
eat pork. Furthermore the Uighur people believe that religion is very important. Xinjiang
is a controversial area, because the Uighur people do not think that their own region

belongs to China.

Xinjiang’s geography and Colorado’s geography have some similarities, because
Xinjiang and Colorado both have mountain ranges and valleys, but Xinjiang has desert

plains. Colorado only has grasslands. Xinjiang’s climate is very dry, the temperature has



two extremes! Very hot summers, very cold winters, all four seasons in Xinjiang are very

distinct.

We all know that Chinese food has eight major cuisines, but a lot of people do not
know the cuisines of ethnic minorities. The Uighur people grow fruits, berries, and wheat.
Xinjiang dishes are not only a variety of fruits and vegetables, but also use a lot of spices
to give strong flavor. They have a lot of sheep. Xinjiang specialty is hand noodles and
lamb skewers. The ingredients for the hand noodles are ramen, stir fry meat, and

vegetables. | have also heard that Xinjiang has the best grapes in all of China.

I have learned a lot of knowledge about Xinjiang, all of it is very interesting. |
hope that in the future 1 will have the opportunity to go visit Xinjiang and travel around.

Vocabulary List:

84X -zizhigh Autonomous region
L ¥ -weénzhang  Essay

A1 H -timu  Title/subject/topic

¥.32 -dili  Geography

V" % K 7% - shdoshiminzd Minority people
4 & /K- Weiwl'ér Uighur ethnic people

7% %% - z4gun Ethnic group

# % — guxiang Home / Homeland

K- tantan  To discuss

VAR -yiji Aswell as/And

# 4% — jiaotd Disciple / Follower of a religion

X 7% — Hanzl Han ethnic group
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%1 — zhéngyl Controversy / Dispute

LAk - shanmai  Mountain Range

1 % - shangu Valley

# % -F )& - shamopingyuan Desert plain

* % -jianggud Berry

£ #+ - gézhdng Every Kind / All Kinds

X -guan To close / To concern/ To involve
%15, - zhishi Intellectual / Knowledge

£, - canguan To tour / To visit

T % - ganzao Arid/ Dry

% #- zongjiao Religion

A %- qihou  Climate

/& T - shuyl To belong to / To be apart of

& E - néngzhong Thick / Strong / Rich (Flavor)
# - pitao Grape

A # - xiangliao Spice / Flavoring


http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqtm=0&wdqcham=1&wdqt=%E4%BA%89%E8%AE%AE
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqtm=0&wdqcham=1&wdqt=%E5%B1%B1%E8%84%89
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqtm=0&wdqcham=1&wdqt=%E5%B1%B1%E8%B0%B7
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqtm=0&wdqcham=1&wdqt=%E6%B2%99%E6%BC%A0%E5%B9%B3%E5%8E%9F
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqtm=0&wdqcham=1&wdqt=%E6%B2%99%E6%BC%A0%E5%B9%B3%E5%8E%9F
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqtm=0&wdqcham=1&wdqt=%E6%B5%86%E6%9E%9C+
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqtm=0&wdqcham=1&wdqt=%E5%90%84%E7%A7%8D
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqtm=0&wdqcham=1&wdqt=%E5%85%B3
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqtm=0&wdqcham=1&wdqt=%E7%9F%A5%E8%AF%86
http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddict&wdrst=0&wdqtm=0&wdqcham=1&wdqt=%E5%8F%82%E8%A7%82

