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Being Jewish, I have always been interested in Jewish history around the world. Almost every country
has Jewish history, and China is no exception although its Jewish community is not very well known.

Jews in China have a very long history. Jews travelled from the Middle East to trade and it is likely that
some stayed to take advantage of business opportunities. Nobody knows the exact year of Jewish
arrival in China, however the earliest evidents points to Jewish existence in China before 700CE: A
letter written on paper in Judeo-Persian. At the time paper was only available in China.

The preeminent Jewish community in China was that of Kaifeng. The synagogue in Kaifeng was
constructed in the 11th century. In the 17th century the Kaifeng Jews reached a population of 5000 and
were successful citizens. Unfortunately, the war between the Ming and Li Zicheng resulted in the
destruction of the synagogue and the death of all but 1000 Jews. They rebuilt the synagogue in 1663,
and the community went on to survive until the 1850s.

Kaifeng was not the only well-documented Chinese Jewish community. After 1845, Iraqi Jews
established a community that would become famous as a safe haven for foreign Jewish refugees, in the
Hongkou district not far from the treaty port. From 1933 to 1941 Shanghai played host to more than
20000 Jews from Nazi Europe. The city also hosted about 8000 who fled Stalin's Russia some years
before that.

Another Chinese Jewish community existed in Harbin from 1899. Most of them came to Harbin from
Russia to seek economic opportunity after the railroad was complete and to escape the Russian Civil
War and the 1929 Sino Soviet border conflict. Their highest population was 20000 in 1920.



After 1948, only a small number of Jews remained in China. Most left for Israel or the United States.
However, since the 1980s many Jews have come back to China to take advantage of economic
opportunities.

New vocabulary:

KA - you2taidren2 - Jews

RELAR - gan3xingdqu4 - to be interested

JE % - lidshi3 - history

% - -jilhul - almost

B19F - lidwai4 - exception/to be an exception

#£4X - suilran2 - although/even if

#t[E - shed4qul - community

TN HANFT% - bud wei2 ren2 suo3zhil - not well known
HE - qi2shi2 - actually/in fact

AA - qi3chul - originally

¥ % - zhongldongl - Middle East

4T -jinglshangl - trade

¥ - liu2 - stay/remain

#4& -jilhui4 - opportunity

#HH - zhengdju4 - evidence

4% - zhi3 - indicate/refer

#4 - shi4ji4 - century

Ji Kt o 3L - you2taidpadxilwen?2 - Jidi (Jewish Iranian dialect written in Hebrew characters)
47k - zhi3zhangl - paper

fZ - xin4 - letter

H 4% - youdming2 - famous

P13t - Kailfengl - Kaifeng

K EE - youltaidhuidtang2 - synagogue

## - jiandyu? - built in

+ -qianl - 1000

H s - you3cheng2jiud - successful

%% - zuo3youd - about

TF 8= - budxingddeSshi4 - unfortunately/inopportunely



¥ B - zhonglye4 - middle (of a period)

F A A= M 49 K F - li3zidcheng2 he2 ming2chao2 zhiljianl de zhandzheng] - the war
between the Ming Dynasty and the peasant rebel Li Zicheng

BT - miedwang? - to be destroyed

¥ % - liu2cun2 - to survive/remain

F X - nian2dai4 - decade

HAHTE - you3 judke3cha2 - well documented

fFE 5t -yillalked - Iraq

@ ® 2 F - tonglshanglkou3an4 - treaty ports (opened to foreign trade as part of the 19th century

Unequal Treaties)
M2 - cheng2wei2 - become

#ER, - nandmin?2 - refugee

#EJE A - bidfengl gang3 - place of refuge

# 5 - jian4li4 - establish/set up/found

¥ 2 & - hong2kou3qul - Hongkou district (Shanghai Ghetto)

HBHEIHERILZHE wu2 guo2ji2 nandmin2 xian4ding4 di4qul - Restricted Sector for Stateless
Refugees
JL % - shoulrong? - to shelter

¥ -wan4 - 10,000

#FBCM - nadeuidoulzhoul - Nazi occupied Europe
% - tao2chul - to flee/escape from

ARELEE - duandshi?2 - that time period

% — - lingdyil - another

"> & -haler3binl - Harbin

B 5% - tie3lud - railway

7. A% - wan2cheng?2 - completion

H Ak - gi2talde - the rest (of a group)

KB AT N - e2luo2sil neidzhan4d - Russian Civil War
¥ #kif M7 % - zhonglsul bianljie4 chongltul - Sino Soviet Border Conflict



