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The Spread of the AIDS Virus

One of my favorite things to do is listen to NPR’s Radiolab. This radio station often tells very important stories. Recently they
told a story about AIDS.

In April 1980, in San Francisco doctors first discovered AIDS in a homosexual man. After many months scientists found a
French man, who worked on airplanes, had spread the virus across the United States. At first, everybody thought only homosexual
men had AIDS, but after many years we can see that this epidemic infects people everywhere.

In 1908, AIDS began in Central Africa near Cameroon. In Cameroon, people often hunt monkeys to eat. Some monkeys
already had a variation of the virus that caused AIDS. While hunting monkeys, people often get hurt. The monkey’s blood and their
blood mix. The blood together cause the AIDS virus.

From Cameroon to all of Africa, from Africa to the world, AIDS spread by mixing blood and sexual fluids. In Henan and Yunnan,
China, AIDS infects many cities. In the 1990’s, the Chinese government paid poor farmers to give blood. However, the government
used such unclean practices that entire villages would become infected. In Henan province, now more than 500,000 people have HIV.

Scientists are still searching for a cure. To prevent AIDS, people must use extreme caution, governments must use safe
practices.



Vocabulary List

§& 3 —tingzhong - audience

% 4 - dian tai - Radiostation

= & —zhongyao - important

@3N — tongxun — news story

I B — jinri - recently

B# — guanyu — about, concerning
Wik — aizibing - AIDS

J& % - bingdu - Virus

% # - yuanqi - Origin

% 3, - faxian - To find

{£ % — chuanran - To infect

Bl M - téngxinglian - Homosexual
#4F - kéxuéjia - Scientists

#EHL - kuosan — to spread

FATHE - lidxingxing — Epidemic

¥ JE - Zhong Féi - Africa

w2 %% - Kamaildng - Cameroon
#$# - faqi—to originate

J¥ 4% - shoulié —to hunt

2 J242 - héixingxing - Chimpanzee
iz - xueé - blood

& 3 - jiaza —to mix or combine

# F - qgiyin — to cause

BUF - zhéngfl - Government

% - qidng - Poor

2 K. - nébngmin — Peasant or farmer
4 fr - juangéi xué — Donate blood



