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The Simplification of Chinese Characters

The Chinese writing system is made of simplified and traditional characters. Mao
Zedong wanted to simplify characters for political reasons. In 1952 the Chinese
government started printing simplified characters. Some of them are calligraphy
characters, or others had new rules applied to them. Many of the characters were not
changed, these characters are the same are the traditional characters.

There are three ways used by the government to simplify the characters. The
original character is simplified (the government reduced the number of strokes) #&
became X, parts of the character are simplified: i€ became #, and completely
replacing the old character with a new one, 18 became /. Using these rules the Chinese
government has made about 8600 simplified characters. Simplified characters have
fewer strokes in order to make them easier to remember.

I think this is an overwhelming change in the Chinese culture. By simplifying the
characters almost 5000 years of history are completely ignored. I also think that
simplified characters lose all the meaning of the traditional characters. When I cannot
read a traditional character I use the pieces of the character to find the basic meaning of
the character. I cannot do that with a simplified character. What will be lost in the next
simplification?
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Mio Zédong
kaishi
jidnhua
zhéngzhi
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To begin
To simplify
Political
Government
To print
Strokes
Calligraphy
Rules
To apply
To change
The same
Original
To reduce

Vocabulary

2 chéngwéi
R4 bufen
432[ quanbu
% % genghuan
3LAE jizhu

% % biangéng
%4 wanquan
Z2.#% haliie

J& S lishi

% # shiqu

F & Yy

B & mingbai
1% 2| zhdodao
A K jibén
%47 dindiao

To become
Part
Entire
To replace
To remember
Change
Entirely
To ignore
History
To lose
Meaning
To understand
To find
Basic
To lose



