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Since I was small, I have been interested in architecture. In my free time, I like to read
architectural magazines and go to visit interesting buildings. Because of China’s economic
growth, China has many new buildings. Shanghai and Beijing both have especially pretty
architecture, in both of those cities, there are also a lot of new construction sites. Among them,
my favorite is the Commune by the Great Wall.
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The Commune by the Great Wall is a privately-owned housing resort. It is not to far from
Badaling, and a little bit further from Beijing. Driving there from Beijing only takes one hour
and fifteen minutes. The Commune has twelve villas. Anyone can rent one, however the cost is
very expensive! I do not plan to go stay there, but I believe that it must be especially beautiful
there.



Twelve famous Asian architects built the villas, among which none are the same style.
They are all in the modern style. The Commune by the Great wall also has a spa and three
dining rooms so I feel that this “commune” is really more like an especially luxurious hotel.

I have still not visited there, but the villas look like they are far from civilization. The
surrounding mountains there are covered in a lot of greenery. From inside some of the rooms,
one can even see the Great Wall out the windows! I do not know how many rooms, or which
ones have the view of the Great Wall. There are a few different classes of room: the presidential
suite, deluxe suites, family suites, ect. I think the more expensive ones have the best views.

My favorite villa is the Bamboo House. The architect is called Kengo Kuma. He comes
from Japan. He knows that Chinese and Japanese cultures both believe that bamboo has unique
qualities so he thought he could use bamboo to separate the house’s inner space. He drew his
inspiration from the Great Wall. Inside the house, there is a large bamboo wall, this way the
house feels like the Great Wall.

This villa is in harmony with the surrounding scenery. I think that to stay there might be
the most enjoyable. Besides using bamboo, Kengo Kuma also uses large glass windows and
ponds inside the house. I think that the rooms there are certainly bright and free-flowing. 1
believe that the architect wished for the guests staying there to self-reflect, but because I have not
been, I do not know for certain. I hope that one day I can go to the Commune by the Great Wall
to visit; however, I only want to take a few pictures and look around. This way, I will be content.
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