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Vocab:

H 4 —y 6 uming — well know/famous
.F — chéngg 6 ng — success
X & # - da shayl — big shark
#kZ& — qilji — season
Z 4% — shOush a ng — injury
R —xias1 dian- Houston
¥ I — ji 4 ngxiang — award
%% — wanm 4 n— award
B4k - tuixi G -retirement
W% — cdij 1 ng — finance
#F -q1zi— wife
24X F - Gu i nggao daiyan —advertisements
2 A& -Shou rén zhUyi-popularity
#) %) /B- Putdoji U -wine
Yao Ming
Chine’s most well known athlete is Yao Ming. He has had success in both China and
America playing basketball. He was the tallest player in the NBA during his last
season. He was born in Shanghai in 1980. His parents were both very tall, his father
is six feet seven inches and his mother was six foot three. When he was nine he went

to a sports to start playing basketball. When he was 17 he joined the Shanghai
Sharks basketball team. He played very well however in his second season he



injured his foot. He played basketball in China from 1997 to 2002 before coming to
America.

In America Yao Ming played in Houston. His team in America was the Houston
Rockets, this team isn’t that good. However, Yao Ming managed to become very
successful. He won many awards and was on the NBA All Star team eight times.
From 2002 to 2005 he was very successful, however, from 2006 to his retirement he
didn’t play as well. This is because his feet and ankles were often injured and he
missed 250 games during this time. In 2011 he announced his retirement.

Yao Ming today is very busy. He is studying finance at Shanghai Jiaotong University.
He and his wife have a three-year-old daughter called Yao Qin Lei. Yao Ming is still
well known and has lots of corporate endorsements. In 2007 he bought the
Shanghai Sharks so in a way he has gone full circle. He also has a wine company; one
bottle of his wine costs 1775 RMB. This year he also had time to participate in the
Shanghai legislature. He is particularly interested in Jeremy Lin’s success. He said
Jeremy has the strength of an ocean.



