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Homeschooling

| want to tell you all about the homeschooling experience. Before | came to the University of Puget Sound, | was
homeschooled for three years. Because | lived in Los Angeles, apart from homeschooling, | also did a lot of
extracurricular activities and community service. Although many people think homeschooling means that
parents teach their children, but that is not so. For example, with my homeschooling, the school sends
textbooks to my house. | studied independently and attended online classes, then | submitted my tests and
essays online so the teacher could grade it.

A lot of people don’t know how homeschooling works. Now, I’'m going to tell you!
Homeschooling allowed me to change a lot. | don’t often see other people my age on an everyday basis so |

didn’t go through peer pressure. | know a lot of young people worry about other people’s opinion. | joined
whatever clubs | liked and didn’t worry if my friends joined or what other people’s opinions were. My time was



relatively more flexible so | could join do a lot of recreational activities. For example, | joined a club called
Toastmasters International to train my public speaking skills.

While | was homeschooled, | would get out of bed at nine in the morning, eat breakfast, and play with my
animals. Every day | attended five classes, after each class | did an hour of homework, more or less. Although
five classes is a lot, | could finish relatively quickly. | usually finished all of my homework by three in the
afternoon.

In the United States, there are many homeschooling methods. Parents can teach their children or students can
study independently online. | think online schooling is relatively better because parents don’t know all subjects,
so students can learn them online instead. Although homeschooling is done in many countries, it’s extremely
popular in America; over one million families homeschool. | am from California where there are the most
homeschooled students. Homeschooled student’s grades are also often higher than other students.

Apart from student's higher grades, most parents choose homeschooling for other reasons. Some want to use
religious texts, others think more free time would be helpful for their children. Homeschooling not only provides
a more flexible schedule, but it also gives relatively less homework so students have even more time to spend
with family.

| have gone to traditional school and have been homeschooled. They are different from one another. | think that
spending time with other students is very important, but my time homeschooling allowed me to grow up alone.
| think if people have time alone, then they can become more independent and a more confident. Of course,
hanging out with my dogs and cats isn’t bad!

Vocab List

K B % Zaijia zixué - homeschooling
iZ 4k : Zhéyang - such

& K :Zhangda - grow up

F %% : Nidnging - young

R 7 :vali

4.3 : Danxin - worry

/P i% 3% Gongkai yanjidng - public speaking
% A : Zudydu - more or less

7 A.: Fangshi - method

K& : Jiating - family

#2i#% : Chaogud - more than

—B % : Yibai wan - one million
2%.: Fénshu - grade

—4#% :Yiban - general

J7 B : Yudnyin - reason

F#: Z6ngjido - religious

B & : Ziyou - free

M & : Chéngzhang - grow up/develop
M % : Chéngwéi- become

8 s : DUl - independent

B 12 : Zixin - confident

E 48K . Sixiangjia - thinker

% #&: Dangran - of course



