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My Experiences with Religion in College

K AHRZHRREM, K2 —FHYOHFE, KR IBRH, BAHKRMK
NERATFEAAREL, PTAR I R S M AP A R, [ER N4l ik S el
FH. EXF, ROUEFTZZEZHR, FTIAMAZAEFNZER, F2112
MARH., WEGRESE, F2PIRAKBAT LOFMBEEN, REIHEMEAR
BREHETER AR EEZHE, mARKOFT A MR BAKRIGRH, AR
HEZZHRALE, RS, AR THEEZHITOOIER, TEHRITHL L —BRH
AR E GGG, BT 2 LS ER U, RE S L —EHRKGR., SEFTRTK
W, KA )RR AR ], RAARAEE YIRS M AN F R,

P AR HIRG T F AR, NRAAESE, RARMGES, &
HAAE ., 83, AHEASR RG] . TR ZHA LA, TERGIRE R KRG
VENTUE, TRZHAWEMEEIZ S YRR TH, F4, @affHhi. K
b B R A R EOEFHEGEE, AA RS ANERE—ARIEFF =18,

FRANZHBELS —MA TN, BRAMHEFIMGRA: B, EigE
AREART FHEO—BAKELRA: 8, AIRTEZNERARL “R7 . EX—EEE
A ERGIE, KA ABAGGY, ] B GBA I,

EEREREOHETALIRES, TRAFZEEUZRETE, LT AK
B E—FAART MMM AR H %, TEERR, A— 2 BERRR
A EPREE LT R AR L EHNE K.

I’ve always been interested in religion. When I was a freshman, I decided that I wanted to be a
religion major. Because | grew up Muslim, I know relatively many things about Islam, but I do not know
many things about other religions. In college, | have already taken three religion classes. The first class was
about Abrahamic religions. The second was about religion, philosophy, and ethics. The third one that | am
currently taking is about Islamic law. | am interested in religion not only because | have taken these three
classes, but also because it has a connection to my background. Because | am a religion major, | plan on
taking a lot more religion classes. The more | study, the more knowledge and understanding I have about
aspects of religion. Next semester | plan to take a class on Chinese religious traditions. Besides this class, |
want to take the Buddhism class. This class is very popular, I don’t know if I will be able to take it next
year. | really want to study a lot of Asian religions in class.

Chinese religions are not the same as Western religions; it’s not an organized religion, rather it’s
folk traditions, with no leadership, no headquarters, founder, or denominations. Chinese religion is a little
complicated, being influenced by other religions and philosophical traditions. China has four major
religious traditions: Chinese folk traditions, Confucianism, Taoism, and Buddhism. Most Chinese people’s
beliefs are a combination of these four practices. Not many people believe only in one or reject the other
three.

Religious ideaologies of Chinese people in general are binary, emphasizing opposite and
complementary principles: yin and yang. The yin and yang manifest themselves in the idea of the eternal
principle of the universe: the Tao. Equally important is the concept of "Heaven." This can be an objective
force or fate, or a personal God, or equal to the concept of "Tao."



Even though I can not study abroad during college, | hope to go to China after graduation, and
learn firsthand about their cultural and religious traditions. No matter what happens, | have to look for
opportunities to go to China and other Asian countries in my future life.
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