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| am a theater student and | am interested iniBggipera. Beijing opera is a 200 year old
historic art form. The Taiwanese name for Beijipgi@ is “guoju.” The stage in Beijing opera is
empty/bare. Beijing opera has four components:iisgiglance, pantomime, and
combat/acrobatics.

Performers wear beautiful, and very particular woss. Often they have painted faces.
Beijing Opera and Western opera music are notaheesBeijing opera only uses a small
orchestra of traditional instruments.

In Beijing opera there are four different typesaes. Performers train seven to ten years.
The sheng role is the main male role. The diffetgmés of sheng include “xiao sheng” and “lao
sheng.” Dan roles are female roles. In the past Were played by men. Jing roles are also male
roles. They are forceful characters and have paifatees. Chou (clown) roles are funny.

| have never seen a Belijing opera performance.\ith@ater history class, | have studied
Beijing opera a little. | find Beijing opera vemteresting, | would love to see a performance.



VOCAB

7 %] jingju: Beijing opera

##% xingqu: interest

€. 48 yijing: already

J& s lishi: historic/history

#H A yishu:

Bl %] gudju: Taiwanese name of Beijing opera
= & Witdi: stage

ff ¥ jianda: simple

£ & #n & witdibujing: Stage set

3 4~ bufen: part, division

#% %5 wuddo: dance

*g chang: singing

& 2| yiju: pantomime

4% z4ji: acrobatics

% Xizhuang: costume

& & xuyao: need

= hua: draw/paint

fe3E lianpa: opera face paint

£ % yuedui: orchestra

F &6 zhiyaode: mainly

% B yanyuan: performer

# g7 yuesh: musician

3z la: to play string insturments(pull)

{2 4,85 chuandngde: traditional

#A %~ hagin: two stringed instruments



3% 7% jiangjia: particular, elaborate

A &, juése: roles

4 sheng: main male role

B dan: any female role

# jing: painted face male role, forceful
# chou: clown

#1 & ligi: strength

M #% xinggé characters

& A& hudj: funny



