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The Tortoise and the Hare

Once upon a time there was a tortoise and a hare. Hare and his friends liked to run, and out of
all his friends Hare ran the fastest. Tortoise was very slow. When spring time came, Hare and all the
animals who lived near him went outside together to get some sun. After sunning himself for a bit, Hare
decided that lying in the sun was not very fun. He told the other animals, “The weather today is very
warm, we should exercise. | know that | can run faster than all of you! Who wants to race with me?”
The weather was truly very comfortable and the animals were especially sleepy. Therefore, they all
wanted to relax. An old sheep said, “Hare, nobody wants to run. You run too fast, racing with you is
embarrassing. Moreover, when you win, you're a little arrogant.” Hare became angry. He said, “I think
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you are all scared of me!” Old Sheep closed his eyes to go to sleep. None of the other animals said
anything. Tortoise thought perhaps he did need to exercise. He sat up and said, “Hare, how about | race
with you? Today’s weather is good for exercise.” Hare considered Tortoise for a moment. He knew
Tortoise ran very slowly. If Tortoise raced him, Hare would certainly win! “Alright,” he said, “I’'m very
happy you are not afraid of me, but | am excited that | am going to win.” Hare returned to his house to

prepare for the race.

At six o’clock that evening, all the animals met in front of Hare’s house. Old Sheep said, “Hare
and Tortoise, you will begin the race here. First you will run to the forest, and then to the top of the hill.
Are you ready?” Tortoise and Hare both agreed that they were ready. “We are well prepared!” Hare
yelled. Of course he was very excited. “Good,” Old Sheep said, “Run! Run fast!”

Hare started running extremely fast. “Awesome!” He thought, “I am in front of Tortoise!” Hare
turned right and entered the forest. He was running so fast he didn’t see a huge tree branch! Oh no!
The tree branch hit Hare in the head and knocked him down. Needless to say, Hare had an extreme
headache. He said to himself, “I should rest for a bit, | don’t want my head to hurt too badly!” Hare lied
down and quickly fell asleep. Twenty minutes later, Tortoise arrived at the forest and saw Hare sleeping.
Tortoise said to himself, “Lazy Hare. If he wanted to take advantage of the nice weather to sleep, why
did he also want to race? Hare is very strange.” Tortoise continued to crawl. He could see the hill and
knew it was not too far away.

Fifteen minutes later, Hare woke up. “Terrible! | slept too long!” He immediately got up and
ran. Five minutes later Hare overtook Tortoise and saw that the hill was very close. While he was
running, Hare liked to look at the beautiful scenery. “Tortoise is extremely slow,” he said. “Of course |
have time to watch the sunset!” That day, the sunset was especially beautiful.



While Hare watched the sunset, Tortoise climbed the hill. He climbed to the top and saw all the
animals waiting there for him. Old Sheep said, “Tortoise won the race! How very fun, | can see
Hare...he’s running very fast but he doesn’t know that Tortoise already won!” When Hare reached the
hill he was truly tired. “Oh no!” He shouted, “I didn’t win?” Old Sheep said, “That’s right, Tortoise won.
Hare, you run fast but you are too arrogant. You underestimated Tortoise.” Hare’s ears drooped. He
said, “l understand. | thought | would win for sure because | run the fastest, but now | know when | run |
am not focused enough. Sorry | told you all that you are all afraid of me.” Hare said to Tortoise, “Even
though you run pretty slowly, you won the race.” All the animals nodded their heads in agreement.
Hare said, “Do you all still like me?” Old Sheep laughed. “Of course we still like you! Now, we should all
eat dinner. You and Tortoise must be starving!” All the animals went home happily.



